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What is World in Progress
World in Progress (WiP) in an innovative training project devised to offer
university students the opportunity to come face-to-face with today’s most
pressing challenges in international relations.

WiP is based on a hands-on approach to learning, with study visits in which students become
the protagonists in the dialogue with key interlocutors in diplomacy, global business, institutions
and civil society.

Participation in WiP means…
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1) To dive head-
first into
complex

international
realities through

direct contact
with the 

principle actors
of each issue. 

2) To go beyond
the textbook and 

learn about the 
issues first-hand, 

directly in the field.

3) To understand
the world of 
international

relations and open 
new and exciting

professional paths.

4) To re-examine
personal 

convictions and 
measure your
beliefs with 

different cultures
and interests.



Turkey, with its history, has heavily impacted the identity of the Mediterranean region. The
country’s riches in archeology, religion and culture, together with its strategic geographic
positioning, combine to make Turkey a pivotal bridge between Middle East and the Western
Hemisphere. However, the process of Turkey’s accession to the European Union remains one
of the most complex and controversial challenges of the century.

Why Turkey?

Turkey was a participant of the Marshall Plan of 1947. It became member of the Council of Europe in 1949 and member of
NATO in 1952. Relations with the European Union were initiated in 1959 and formally established in 1963 with the Ankara
Agreement, which launched the process of economic integration between the EU and Turkey. In 1970, an additional protocol
was adopted, which led to a Customs Union in 1996, the only case between a non-EU-member country and the EU. In 2003, the
Prime Minister of a renovated and more moderate Islamic party, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, planned and began the implementation
of important reforms for economic liberalization and for the democratization of the country, thus converging with EU standards
(ex: the abolition of capital punishment and death penalty) and, in 2005, official negotiations started for accession to the Union.

Negotiations developed for 16 out of 33 negotiating chapters. Later on, due to the prejudicial political opposition of French
President Sarkozy, the process has been frozen. Even worse when Erdogan started to shift towards authoritarianism, in the
latest 5 years. The European Parliament is on hold, waiting for tangible signs of a return to democracy after the attempted coup
of July 2016. Presidential elections will be held on June 24, 2018, and will either confirm Erdogan as Head of State or turn page
after 15 years of political Islamism.
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The WiP project will help students to understand the importance of a strategic partnership between
Europe and Turkey and will orient participants to elaborate analysis on controversial topics:
migrations, terrorism, climate change, financial crisis. The stay in Turkey will also be a unique
opportunity to interact with Turkey’s ruling class. By the end of the program, students will have
gained a deeper understanding of a key candidate country and of the mechanisms of partnership
with Europe.

The goal of the WIP is to allow participants to open their minds and leave the pre-existing narrative
behind. We will try to understand what obstacles hinder the EU accession process and what are the
future prospects, in light of the recent isolationist and populist tendencies, that seem to have taken
hold all over the world, from the United States to Europe.

Participants will also have the opportunity to discover in practice how dialogue and collaboration
constitute always an asset: the extraordinary economic and commercial partnership between
Turkey and EU make this relationship inevitable and – you will realize – even indispensable.

Target of the study visit
WIP Turkey 2018



WiP At a Glance

TURKEY
23-30 July, 2018

Duration: 7 days

Course elements: pre-departure, in-class course + 
study visit

Partecipants: max n°40

Language: Italian/English

Lodging: Richmond Hotel Istanbul
Istiklal Street. No:227 Beyoglu Taksim

Course Fee: 1.850,00 € [scholarships available]



Program

The structure of the Study Program is divided into three parts:

1) Before the study visit, a webinar course held by experts, with a

specialization on Turkey, organized in 4 lessons between July

1 and 20, in which students will receive elements of the recent

history of Turkey, with special focus on the process of

accession to the European Union

2) In Istanbul, 7 days of meetings with Turkish public/private-

sector representatives, diplomats, professors, opinion makers

3) Site-visits to historically important Turkish locations, both from a

religious-cultural standpoint, and from a social-political point of

view: very few countries can boast an architecture as

fascinating and mysterious as Turkey.

Duration: 1 month



Monday, July 23, 2018

Arrival in Istanbul, hotel check-in, introductory meeting with the 
Chairman of Eastwest European Institute Giuseppe Scognamiglio.

Tuesday, July 24, 2018

Morning: Luigi Mattiolo, Italian Ambassador to Turkey

Aldo Kawslowsky, former President of Tusiad, the 
Turkish Confindustria

@ Italian Embassy in Istanbul in its charming headquarters, Palazzo Venezia

Afternoon: Zeynep Jane Kandur, correspondent of Sabah and 
member of Istanbul AKP Board

@Yapi Kredi Kultur Sanat, the contemporary cultural centre in town

Itinerary



Wednesday, July 25, 2018

Morning: Visits 
- The Sultan’s Palace of Topkapi
- The Roman tank Tepebasi
- The Byzantine basilica of Aya Sofya
- Zorlu commercial centre

Afternoon: Niccolò Ubertalli, Deputy CEO of Yapi Kredi Bank

Irem Tuzunalper, Manager and Enterpreneur

@ The Headquarters of Yapi Kredi Bank

Itinerary

Thursday, July 26, 2018

Morning: Ravza Kavakci Kan, Member of Parliament - AKP

Yusuf Müftüoğlu, former advisor of President Gul

Afternoon: Ece Güner Toprak, lawyer activist in civil rights

… Koç University Professor (tbc)

@ Koç University



Friday, July 27, 2018

Morning: Amb. Josè Maria Robles Fraga, Spanish Ambassador in Turkey

@Spanish Ambassador’s summer Residence

Afternoon: Visits: - Armenian district, Balat
- Gran Bazar’s Roof

Saturday, July 28, 2018 

All day: Visits: - Jewish District, Kuzguncuk (Uskudar, Asian Side)
- Blue Mosque
- Hammam (Aya Sofia Hurrem Sultan Hamami)

Sunday, July 29, 2018

Morning: boat trip on Bosphorus

Afternoon: free

Monday, July 30, 2018

Return Trip to Italy

Itinerary

NB. The course program is subject to change due to unforseen circumstances including changes in the 
availability of speakers or participating institutions.



Useful Information

Documents:
Italian citizens will need a Carta d’Identità valid for international
travel (valido per l’espatrio), or a valid passport. Upon arrival in
Turkey, before proceeding to customs, travelers will need to
purchase a special visa stamp at a cost of 10€.

Currency Exchange:
Turkish Lira (1€ = 5,40)

What is included in the participation fee?
• Preparatory course
• Hotel stay
• Breakfast
• All meetings listed in the itinerary
• Certification of participation

What is not included in the participation fee?
• Round-trip airfare to/from Istanbul
• Lunches and dinners
• Museum fares
• Airport-hotel transfers



How to Participate
To participate in World in Progress (WiP), candidates must successfully pass a selection interview. Selection criteria will

include the candidate’s motivation to participate in the program, interest in international relations and a good level of English.

Interview results will be communicated to the applicants within 48 hours.

Candidates who sucessfully pass the interview will receive the WiP Service Contract via the email address indicated on their

application.

The WiP Service Contract, which shall be completed and signed by the selected party, must be returned within 72 hours of

receipt, together with proof of payment by wire transfer of a €250,00 down payment to guaratee participation. This

downpayment of €250,00 will be subtracted from the balance still to be paid by the participant.

Wire transfers should be sent according to the following instructions:

• Wires sent to Account Number: IBAN IT 23 T 0200803292000104987144

• Beneficiary: “EUROPEAN DIPLOMACY” account at UNICREDIT Bank S.p.A.

• Transfer Funds for: “First and Last Name of participant, Down payment WiP Turkey 2018”

• Proof of Wire Transfer sent to segreteria@diplomatici.it

WIP Turchia 2018
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Scholarship Credits

The goal of eastwest European Institute is to involve students, selected on merit, providing them with specialized

training, finalized to a career in diplomacy, international affairs and international business. We want to teach

participants constructive leadership skills, that include an ethical and sustainable view of the planet.

EWEI offers scholarship credit incentives to the most competitive participants of the World in Progress Turkey

program.

Scholarship credits will be awarded based on the following criteria:

 Participation to an Assoziazione Diplomatici course (-5%);

 University grade point average of 27/30 or equivalent (-10%);

 Successful completion of a screening interview conducted by EWEI staff, in which candidates will be tested on their

knowledge of international relations (from -5% to -15%);

 Certified level of competence in English at the C1 level (-10%);

 Single – income family (-10%).
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Scholarship Credits
WIP Turchia 2018

PASSING THE INTERVIEW AND TOTAL SCHOLARSHIP CREDITS AVAILABLE

Within 48 hours of the entrance interview, candidates who pass this phase of the application process will receive: confirmation of

the success of their application, indication of the monetary value of any scholarship credit awared, additional instructions to

complete the enrollment process. Students will then have 48 hours to return any requested documentation and complete

the instructions of enrollment.

REWARDING EXCELLENCE:

The names of the best 5 students among all participants will be forwarded to hiring managers at Confindustria and

Business Europe, in order to allow the most deserving to benefit from internships and additional training opportunities.



Contacts

For additional information about the Study Visit and how to
participate, contact:

segreteria@diplomatici.it / +39 0957152470

info@ew-ei.eu / +39 0681157586

www.wip-experience.it

www.ew-ei.eu
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