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A. The Peace Palace











B. The International Court of Justice
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Composition of the Court



• Article 21(2) of the Statute of the 

Court 

“The Court shall appoint its Registrar 

and may provide for the appointment of 

such other officers as may be 

necessary.”

• Article 28(1) of the Rules of Court

“The Registry shall comprise the 

Registrar, the Deputy-Registrar, and 

such other staff as may be necessary 

for the efficient discharge of the 

Registrar’s functions.”

The Registry



• Acts as the Court’s secretariat, 

providing assistance to Judges in their 

judicial functions and managing 

administrative and budgetary matters.

• In 2025, 125 established posts (67 

Professional and higher categories; 

58 General Services category).

• Led by the Registrar, assisted by the 

Deputy-Registrar, both elected by the 

Court for 7-year terms.

• Sustained efforts to streamline working 

methods and increase efficiency.

The Registry
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African States

39

Asia-Pacific States

44

Eastern European States

20

Latin American and 

Caribbean States

27

Western European 

and other States

26

Non-UN 

Member Statess

2

States that participated in ICJ cases since 1946States that participated in ICJ cases since 1946



Member States 

Involved in ICJ Cases 

to Date

Total UN 

Member 

States

Region

39 (72%)54African States�

44 (80%)55Asia-Pacific States�

20 (87%)23Eastern European States�

27 (82%)33
Latin American and Caribbean 

States
�

26 (93%)28Western European and other States�

156 (80%)193Total

The ICJ as the “World Court”The ICJ as the “World Court”



Official Languages of the CourtOfficial Languages of the Court

Article 39 of the Statute:

1. The official languages of the Court shall be French and

English. If the parties agree that the case shall be conducted in

French, the judgment shall be delivered in French. If the parties

agree that the case shall be conducted in English, the judgment

shall be delivered in English.

2. In the absence of an agreement as to which language shall be

employed, each party may, in the pleadings, use the language

which it prefers; the decision of the Court shall be given in French

and English. In this case the Court shall at the same time

determine which of the two texts shall be considered as

authoritative.

3. The Court shall, at the request of any party, authorize a

language other than French or English to be used by that party.

United Nations

International Court 

of Justice





International Criminal

CourtICC
International Court of 

JusticeICJ

Established by the ICC Statute 

(“Rome Statute”) in 1998

Established under the UN Charter and 

the ICJ Statute annexed thereto in 1945

Criminal jurisdiction“Civil” jurisdiction

Prosecution of individuals
Disputes between States

+ Advisory opinions to UN entities



C. The Jurisdiction of the Court





Article 96 UN Charter

1. The General Assembly or the

Security Council may request the

International Court of Justice to give an

advisory opinion on any legal question.

2. Other organs of the United Nations

and specialized agencies, which may at

any time be so authorized by the General

Assembly, may also request advisory

opinions of the Court on legal questions

arising within the scope of their activities.

Advisory JurisdictionAdvisory Jurisdiction



Advisory JurisdictionAdvisory Jurisdiction

Status
Advisory Opinion 

requested by
Case Title

Opinion delivered in 

July 2024

UN General 

Assembly

Legal Consequences arising from the Policies and 

Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem

Opinion delivered in 

July 2025

UN General 

Assembly
Obligations of States in respect of Climate Change 

Under deliberation 

(hearings held in 

October 2025)

International 

Labour

Organisation (ILO)

Right to Strike under ILO Convention No. 87

Opinion delivered in 

October 2025

UN General 

Assembly

Obligations of Israel in relation to the Presence and Activities of 

the United Nations, Other International Organizations and Third 

States in and in relation to the Occupied Palestinian Territory



Contentious 

Jurisdiction

Contentious 

Jurisdiction



Bases of the 

Court’s 

contentious 

jurisdiction

(a) Special agreement 

(a.k.a. “compromis”)

(b) Compromissory clause 

in an international treaty

(c) Optional declaration 

recognizing the Court’s 

jurisdiction as compulsory



(a) Special 

agreement (a.k.a. 

“compromis”)



Frontier Dispute 

(Burkina Faso/Niger)



Article 2

Subject of the Dispute

The Court is requested to :

1. determine the course of the 

boundary between the two countries 

in the sector from the astronomic 

marker of Tong-Tong (latitude 

14°25′04ʺN; longitude 00°12′47ʺ E) to 

the beginning of the Botou bend 

(latitude 12°36′18ʺN; longitude 

01°52′07ʺ E);

[…]  







(b) Compromissory 

clause in an 

international treaty



Article 22 CERD

Any dispute between two or more States

Parties with respect to the interpretation

or application of this Convention, which

is not settled by negotiation or by the

procedures expressly provided for in this

Convention, shall, at the request of any

of the parties to the dispute, be referred

to the International Court of Justice for

decision, unless the disputants agree to

another mode of settlement.



(c) Optional 

declaration 

recognizing the 

Court’s jurisdiction 

as compulsory



Article 36(2) of the Statute:

“The states parties to the present Statute may at any time

declare that they recognize as compulsory ipso facto and

without special agreement, in relation to any other state

accepting the same obligation, the jurisdiction of the Court

in all legal disputes concerning:

a. the interpretation of a treaty;

b. any question of international law;

c. the existence of any fact which, if established, would

constitute a breach of an international obligation;

d. the nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the

breach of an international obligation.”



UN Member States

States that made Art. 36(2) Declaration
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Bases of Jurisdiction Invoked 

in Contentious Cases (1946-2024)

38%

17%

21%

12%

12%
Compromissory clauses

Optional clause declarations

Both compromissory clauses and

optional clause declarations

Special agreements

Other means



D. Recent Judicial Activities



Cases pending before the ICJ (April 2025)

1. Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros Project 

(Hungary/Slovakia)

2. Certain Iranian Assets (Islamic Republic of 

Iran v. United States of America)

3. Arbitral Award of 3 October 1899 (Guyana 

v. Venezuela)

4. Alleged Violations of the 1955 Treaty of 

Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular 

Rights (Islamic Republic of Iran v. United 

States of America)

5. Relocation of the United States Embassy to 

Jerusalem (Palestine v. United States of 

America)

6. Guatemala’s Territorial, Insular and 

Maritime Claim (Guatemala/Belize)

7. Application of the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 

of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar)

8. Application of the International Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (Armenia v. Azerbaijan)

9. Application of the International Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (Azerbaijan v. Armenia)

10. Allegations of Genocide under the 

Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

(Ukraine v. Russian Federation)

11. Questions of jurisdictional immunities of 

the State and measures of constraint 

against State-owned property (Germany v. 

Italy)

12. Request relating to the Return of Property 

Confiscated in Criminal Proceedings 

(Equatorial Guinea v. France)

13. Sovereignty over the Sapodilla 

Cayes/Cayos Zapotillos (Belize v. 

Honduras)

14. Application of the Convention against 

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(Canada and the Netherlands v. Syrian 

Arab Republic)

15. Alleged Violations of State Immunities 

(Islamic Republic of Iran v. Canada)

16. Aerial Incident of 8 January 2020 (Canada, 

Sweden, Ukraine and United Kingdom v. 

Islamic Republic of Iran)

17. Right to Strike under ILO Convention 

No.87 (Advisory Opinion)

18. Application of the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide in the Gaza Strip (South Africa v. 

Israel)

19. Alleged Breaches of Certain International 

Obligations in respect of the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory (Nicaragua v. 

Germany)

20. Embassy of Mexico in Quito (Mexico v. 

Ecuador)

21. Glas Espinel (Ecuador v. Mexico)

22. Appeal relating to the Jurisdiction of the 

ICAO Council under Article 84 of the 

Convention on International Civil Aviation 

(Islamic Republic of Iran v. Canada, 

Sweden, Ukraine and United Kingdom)

23. Alleged Smuggling of Migrants (Lithuania v. 

Belarus)

24. Appeal from the ICAO Council decision 

dated 30 June 2025 (Russian Federation v. 

Australia and Netherlands)
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Increase in Incidental Proceedings
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E. The Great Hall of Justice
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